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HOU art here preſented with 
 .two: Diſcourſes|conoined; in 
' KK - Vindication of . Proteftaut Di/- 
ſentere, the publiſhing, whexecof is became 
tighly neceſſary, by .ceaſon of .the heavy 
charges wherewith the Nonconformifts are 
lately: Jaded by. the, Reverend Dr. Stit; 
Imgfleer Dean of St. Pauls, in his Unreaſona- 
| bleneſs of Separation; and by the Authors 
| of two Anſwers to a Letter from a Mini- 
| fer toa Perſonof. Quality, ſhewing ſome vea- 
| fons for bis Nonconformity. 1 i _ 1 
There hatk, been..already. publiſhed 4 
modeſt and peaceable Inquiry; into tbe deſogn 
and nature of ſane of thoſe Hiſtorical 7 


that are found in the Dofors, Preface tathe 
| a3: 


© "afore- 


MI 


Tothe Reader. 
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aforenamed Book, wherem the” rNOCeMey 7 


Ponta Di #1 DE is clear F Hp ana-yugr- | 
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theſe Diſcourſes come after to encounter 
the. body of his Book. | 
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"To the Reader. 
write for their Way when they will, why. | 
ſhould others negled the year of releaſe, | 
which falls out but once in an age? Ir is Þ 
not long fince we were under the. Hatches, Þ 
and had not leave to give our Reaſons a. þ 
gainſt Conformity, nor were allowed, to be Þ 
onc& heard, til.about T'wo. thouſand Mi- þ 
niſters-were ſilenced. , - 7 -* 


3. As'tothe Reverend Doffor, he hath i 
done ſo worthily /in, this our {ſrael, .cſpeci. Þ 
ally- in his fo. Jearned;Viryyings againſt the 
Papiſts , that he deſerves well of all. gw 
Proteſtants ; but yer ſeeing the learned Du þ 
for feems:ta have repented of his forma 
Writings, particularly his Irenicum | hav-| 
1op fince'the writing of that Bogkfo muctÞ 
'applauded.andcongratulated the happy re 
ſticution of the Enghſh Prelacy to its wont 
ed luſter and grandure, far enough from his 
'formerly'dcfited- reduction to Primitiv 
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Rk. 0-the . Reader. 


Predyteries J: I know not but he may find 
-asgood- reaſon here for: his repenting this 
- his . Book: againſt Diſſenting Proteſtaitts. 
For theendof his. Epiſtle to {renicummay 


be recanted, bur never reconciled to the 


beginning of his Epifile to Archbiſhc p 
Land s Defence gun *# ſe! 


What pity ſo grave and great a man 


ſhould thus expoſe himſelt by a Conteſt 


too palpable between Principle and. F refer - 
ment. Now tho' this his Book hath the _ 


- word, and:carries'it with the world, 


the elder Brother will be accounted _ 
boneſter with the wiſe, becauſe born of the 


. Free-woman ; while the after-leed was con- 


ceiv'd and brought forth' in bondage. 


on may be judged a fit ſcalonof. 9 


By the Kingly Power of Chrift, in ſet- 
ling the government of his own Houle, 


B ' when 


_ © To the Reader. 

when men ſo liberally give away the Lord, 
" Preroparive. © Qur Palpits now ſo-ring 
' with a'Catholick 5 Cruile, rhar there 's 
ſcarce any Fs Divinmblctt, but of 7 ythes, Þ 
which I hope they will hold to the laſt,be | 
1ing good Church-men: A fair Charter hath 
Chriſt ſealed to his Church with his own 
blood, giving her Officers, Ordinances, and 
free Courts within her felt ; all which Tome | 
unfaichful-children with -prophane Eſau, | 
often ſell for Morſelsof: Meat. | 


Now could men let: Chriſt alone to Þ 

overn his own Houle jn his own Way, | 
by his own Officers and Ordinances, how | 
happy ſhould we be ? - Who can better | 
reprove the Atheiſm of the world in fet- | 
ting up mans poſt by Cbrifts, than Doctor 
StiVingfleet hath done in his other W orks, 
_ while he ſaith, that ro ſay a man may be 
of any Religion according to the laws of 


men, 
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To'the Reader- 
men, is to takg it for granted that there is no 
ſncb thing as Religion in the World. And 
again, that no men do ſo dangerouſly under- 
mine the foundation of Ciuil Government, 

4 toe,” who. cmaguifie it 10 the Contempt of 
Rehgian,., Poluicions and Court- Parafztes 
mult not. dare to! form . a Religion | in the 
flexible mould of State. A Municipal 
keligion would many fain promote, fol- 
lowing #egſons of State, more than Ryles 
of Conſezence,;: Jike the Heathens, who firſt 
butle Cities; and: then inſtituted a Rehg ton 
fie . for-,xbe Inbabitans.: The. _Roman 
Emnigire fpanlhgd; bile, yertue. Was. nou- 
rithed. 1488 ollkwms faink: Auſtin, hew, Fc 
of: whiyr Jheuld; be, « HA, ould ave 
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 Ti/the Reader. 
holding” Account” -who imake' rio Con: 


ſcience 'of piving unto God the things' 
that are Gor: | 
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(if it fall ifiro'fiich hands) (hall find 
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\Nofr s may ih _ High, er all the 
encroachments on the Sceprer of '\bis Son 
in the World, 'bring back the 'heartsof 
this Peopte to himſelf making them yield 
to the internal Government of his' Spirit, 
and the! True Apoſtolick and-'aritient ex- 
ters Government of his houſe ;that the 
Glbty of the Hrter Houſe maybe 'grea- 
ret thin "the Olory' of the former, even 
Fa al "Glory! 8f the: Poweriof the 

any pear" among us; and the 
20rk, 


To the Reader. 


work of the Lord may proſper by his own 
Ordinances in the hands of his own ap- 
ointed Servants, as the beauty of his 
houſe, and the bleſſing of his choſen, 
Amen. Even ſo Lord Feſns, let thy King- 


dom come ! 


an. 24th. 
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An Antidote againſt Dr. Stillingfleet s Un-- 
reaſonableneſs of Separation, m2 aVin- 


dication of the N onconformiſts from the 


Charges of Schiſm and Separation, &c. 


OR the full and clear underſtanding of: 
the ſtate of the controverfie between 
Conformiſt and Nonconformift, it will be 
abſolutely neceſſary ( eſpecially ſince 
we appeal to Proteſtants abroad ) to give an hi- 
ſtorical account of. the riſe and growth of our 
Differenees from the beginning of the Reforma» 
tion, Know then, tw 

'7. That the firſt Reformers in the days of 
King Edward the 6th, though of ſeveral judg= 
ments about rhe external part of the Govern- 
| ment, were allof honeſt Principles and Senti. 
| ments in their Doctrine, and had the ſame mind 
| and defipn to purge the then preſent Church of 
| its Idolatry, Superſtitions and groſs Errors,. and 
to bring in the ſame pure Dotrine that was pro». 
felled by Calvin and the Reformed Churches in 
France, and which hath been, and is ſtill re. 
| tained by the Nonconformiſts in| England; 2 
Ah 2. That- 


(2) 

2. That the ſaid firſt Reformers being divided 
in their Opinions abour retaining that which was 
good, and taking away whatſoever was amits in 
the Romiſh Church, as to the outward Govern. 
ment, the Opinion that the Reformition could 
not be thoroughly done for matter of Goyern- 
ment and externals, as it was poflible for matter 
of Doctrine, prevailed fo far with Bilhop Hooper, 
Rogers, and others that wiſh ic had beer. other. 
wiſe, as to make them forbear any further urging 
of a compleat Reformation, in hopes that when 
the people that were inſtructed 1n the true ſaving 
Do#rine, ſhould be more numerous, the oppo» 
ſition to a thorough Reformation: in all points 
would be leſs. | 

3: That this rude draught of Reformation, ſuit. 
able to that time, had-very bad ſucceſs, becauſe the 
Conformable Party prevailed to have ir a ſtanding 
Law, which was neither to be repealed nor alter: 
ed, and which drew along with it Noz-Reſidency, 
Plurality of Livings, and outward Pomp and Grans 
deur,, as beit fuicing a worldly intereſt, whilſt 
another Party, who were then called Puritans, 
and now Nonconformiſts retained, and fiill do 
to. our days, a deſire and longing after. a tho. 
roug) Reformation , ' and. they' have .' endea; 
voured 


_ ited! by Confer 


Good and Honeſt Biſhops joyned.. * :. 


nees ; 'Remonſtrances , and 
:Writings, ' to have jGintrodriced. * 7 #1 
4. That yet the Conformiſfts were not all of one 
mind, 'there being ſtilta Party among them very 
peaceable and Orthodox, and at [eſs diſtance from 
the Non-Conformiſts, eſpectally atnong the Gentry; 
that were no Courtters, and 1n great Towns, Cs 
ties, and Corporations ; whulcit the other Party, 
made ap of Coxformifts, srew corrapt, and fo tar 
from hearkering- co a further Reformation, that 
they made nearer advances towards Rome. 
5, That Jealoulies and apprehenfions daily 
cencrealing, and fears of inelining to Popery,- and 
the Troubles in. Scorland ſintervening inthe Years 
38, and 39; and the Diſcontents riſing up in Erg- 
and; the King was totced- to. call a Parliament, 
winch begaii1n 1649; CUIIE LOTT 3s.) OSFET 


&; 'That that Parliament, both-Tords and Com: 
mons, was moſt, if noe all; compoſed of ſuch Peace- 
able, Orthodox Church of - #ng/and men T have 
but now mentioned; and” all conforming to the 
Rites," Ceremonucs of Epiſcopacy'and Hierarchy, 
but yer: greatly averſe to Popery,” Tyranny;. and 
the Corrupt Party of the Church af England that 
mclined:owards Rome; Wirnchs themany Speeches 
in Parliament they made; as ofthe ord Faulckland, 
Sir Benjamin Rudyer, Digby, and others, with-whom 
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7. That the Ground and Riſe of the Civil War 


in 1640, and 43, was in oppoſition to ſuch as 
Biſhop Lard, and other bad in{truments. 


8. That the Lords and Commoris 1n 1642, and 
43, were all in perfect Conformuty to the Church 
of England; ſo was the Army too that they raiſed; 
for the General, the main Body of the Army, the 
Officers and Captams both by Land and Sea, were 
all conformable to the Church of England, and none 
of them Puritans, Presbyterians, Independents, Ana- 
baptiſts, Seflaries, or Conventiclers. - 

- . 9. That likewiſe, the 4ſembly of Divines in Weſt-. 
minſter, choſen by the Parliament, were all Confor | 
miſts, ahd none of them Silenced Minifters, except - Þ 
8. or 9, and 4 Scots. | - 
- To. That the firſt Intentions of the Parliament 
was ſo far from ſubyerting the Government of 
Church and State, eſtabliſhed by Law, and from 
taking away the Houſe of Lords and Biſhops root 
and branch ; that it was only to reform the abuſes 
of both, and to ſettle fucha Model of Church Go- 
vernment as was recommended by the Pious and 
Learned Biſhops, Uſher, and Hall, and which did 


_ not. much differ from that-which our Gracious S0- 


peraign' that now, recoimmended to Is. Partia- 

ment'1n, tits Declaration 1660. about Ecclefiaſtical 
Afﬀars.. | | 

11, That the Parliament had no thoughts of 

-4 Ee - bringing 


Gs (s) 
bringing in the Covenant into England, had not 
the neceſſity of their Aﬀairs forced them to joyn 
with the Scots. | 


| 12. That no man was obliged by it to take * 


away Biſbops, but only as they are in Conjuncti- 
on with the Engliſh Hierarchy. 
. 123. Neither was it the Intention of the Lord's 
and Commons, at firſt, to take away Deans and 
Chapters, but to make them more ſeryiceable and 
uſcful, to take away Pluralities, Non-reſidencies, and 
to ſettle a more proportionable Maintenance for 
Mwmſters. 
| T4 That the Change, or Subverſion of Go- 
yernment, the taking away the Lords Houſe, and 
with them the Br/bops, and excluding the greateſt 
part of the Houſe of Commons, and laſt of all, the 
taking away the Xing, and all the Confuſions, and 
Diſorders, that happened thereupon , did ariſe 
from a third Party, viz. The Army, that was nei- 
ther for the King, nor Parliament ; Neither for 
Conformiſts, nor tor Non-Conformiſts, but was an E- 
nemy to them all, and fought their abſolute ruine 
and deſtruction. + 7 
15, That the Non-Conformiſts, who uſually 
now go by the name of Presbyterians, Fanaticks; 
Independents, Rebels, Sons of Belial, Wc. by the cor- 
rupt Church-Party, that have been always ma- 
king advances towards:Popery, were ſo far: from 
being the firſt in Arms 1n oppolition tothe K3zg,ourlate _ 
Ca: 


('6.) 
ſed Martyr ; and beirrg contrivers of his Death, atid of taki 

away Monarchy; that on the contrary, i wasthe only Party 
(while the others of the King's Friends fate ftil)) thatappear- 
ed before, and ſince 48, in his behalf, tothe Hazard of their 
Lives (witneſs Mr. Love,) and thatin 1660, had a chief hand 
in reſtoring our gracious Soveraign Charles the IT. to his 
Throne; for which never enough to be valued Benefit and 
kindneſs, although it was.but duty, no Party has been more ſe- 
verely perſecuted by the Corrupt-Party ofthe Church of Erg- 
land; But of 'this, more anon. vr | 

16. That the Declaratiox of the King, mentioned in the 
Tenth Conſideration, was a confirmation of another former 
Declaration. LE 2+. 

17. That whereas, when the Kize came over from the 
Hagze, there wasa great expe&tation that his Printed Declay+ 
ation for Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, would be ſufficient to compoſe all 
differences. and heats, and unite all. Parties, by taking away 
the ſtumbling block of ſubſcribing to thoſe Ceremonies that 
were not warranted by the Word of God ; but juſt on the 
contrary, the Clamours of the Corrupt Party-of the Church of 
S  Ergland at length prevail d for reſtoring of thoſe Ceremonies. 

All which tod Biſhop Brownrig foretold, a little before his 
| Death, ſaying, That there would continue. theſame Cons 
fuſtons and: Animoſities, that were before; and, with them, 
.the ſame ſpirit of Perſecution which the Corrupt Church-Par- 
ty before 1640, was the cauſe of. . Ek 


- 


19. That the Zeal and Fervour of the prevailing Corrupt 
Church-Paray in. Ezgland' at this. preſent juncture . of *time, m 
writing ſo many Books againſt the Kapiſts, and ſtanding up | 
fo ſtoutly againſtthe Horid Attemptupon the King's moft'S> 
cred Lite, and introducing of Popery, and hearkening to 
- fome terms of Reconciliation with the Nox-Conformiſts , 
- to naake the oppoſition the ſtronger agamſt Papiſis, docs no 
way ſcemto.be the. effe& of a Chriſtian Moderation, but a 
_ meer worldly Intereſt, hke. the zeal} of Fehr, the union of 
_ Ariſtides, and Themiſtocles , two Mortal Foes againſt the 
| Common -Enemy : Or like that of Argrſtrs; Brutus, and 


Caſſ, 


__ (11) | 
Caſſius, againſt Antony ; "Tis the goodneſs of a 
ſtubborn Boy, juſt ſo long as the Rod is over 
his Back ; for had another ſpirit moved the cor- 
rupt Party of the Church of England, than a 
Worldly one, it wonld have appeared above 
theſe 100 Years; when (alas!) no ſuch at- 
tempts were made by the Papifts againſt their 
Lives, and Livings, when a Hundred Remon- 
ſtrances were made to them, with Prayers and 
Tears, for the removing of the offending Rites 
and Ceremonies; and of the great inclination 
they had for Popery, in depopulating England, 
by driving men away to Colonies abroad : bur 
coild never be heard. 


21. Things being thus ſtated, one may ra-. 
tionally and ſtrongly conclude , "That it is a 
moſt horrid uneruth, and calumnie to make the 
Presbyterians and Conventiclers, or Nan-Conformiſts, 
| not only the firſt authors, and abettors of the 
Civil Wars, and of the firſt taking up of Arms 
| in oppoſition to the Evil Counſellors about 
the King in 42 and 43, bur alſo the Mur- 
therers of King Charles the Firſt ; when as they 
have been, and ſtill are the great preſervers 
of the King's Perſon, Life, Honours, Digni- 
ties, and Prerogatives; the beſt Chriſtians, the 
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(12) | 
bet Reformed; and- the beſt: Subjects of the 
King. CE Y | 


22. And the falle and' unworthy tiling of 
theſe Reſtorers of the King, Rebels, Fanaticks, 
Sons of Belial,&c, doth carry along with it the 
ſame devilliſh- Malice; which makes it now 
become a common- Proverb in the Mouths of 
this corrupt Church of England-Party, That they 


ef 


had rather be Papifts, than Presbyterians; and | 
that were there a Turn of State, (as God forbid) | 


they would ſooner turn. Papits, than Presbyte- 
rEANs. 


23. Belides, the idle, fooliſh, ſenceleſs, but 
alſo malicious miſtake, to make the: holieſt of 
the Non- Conformiits to pals for Presbyterians,who, 


though they love their perſons, and the holineſs 


of their Doctrine, and Lives, yet either they 
are wholly averſe to the Presbyterian Govern- 
ment,. or elſe they do not very well know 
what it means; Since the Well-afteted fol- 


low their Preaching, and imitate their Lives, 


bur yet by no means upon any account of their 


Government. .. 


24.  That-the worſt thing in the -carriage- of 


the 


fo 


” 


(13 ) 


| the (onformiſts towards the Non-Conformifts, is 
their raſh; uncharitable, and-unchtiſtian judg- 
| ing of the Hearts and Inſides of men, ' ( which 
are only known to God Almighty, who is the 
| Searcher of Hearts ,) as if they were made up of 
| Deceit and Hipocrifie; and alike conſtruing 
| their unblameable behaviour and carriage, as 
| if it were but formal, and extrinſecal, and of 
| the pure, Orthodox Do&trine of their Sermons 
| and Writtngs, though never ſo much ſummed 
{ up in Scripture phraſes, as if all was'but Cant 
* and Tone, and raking of God's Name in vun  . 
| when they make a quite different Judgment of 
| the (onformiſts, both of their Lives and Do- 
| 'Arines, and when they make uſe of the ſame 
| Scripture terms as the others do; for in their 
| eſteem they are looked upon as true, ſincere, 
| and holy Chriſtians, though their outward de- 
* portment do ſomewhat differ from that of the 
| other, | 


This I intend, by God's afliſtance; to make | 


| Clear to you in a larger Diſcourſe, from the. 
| Teſtimony of Dr. Patrick, who doubtleſs can- 
| not, in handling of the Nature of Juſtification 
by Faith, but agree with-the Non-Conformits, in 
making cuſe of the ſame. Sctipture-Expreſſions, 


and . 


' and commend ſuch as Biſhop Davenart, - Bey. Þ ; 
nam, Uſher, Hall, and Hooker, all Conformiſts, fo 
| doing the like, and who will tell us, that chi 
' Juſtificarion by Faith is a Recumbency of a por Þþ 
Sinner upon the Lord Jeſus Chriit ; a cafting of ou 
ſelves: upon him, relying on bis Merits, laying bald uf 
bim, clofing with him, going to bim, and ſhrowding 
- Our ſelves under the Robes of bis Righteouſneſs: 
Molt of which are Scriprure phraſes :*.But ye 
for all this, the very ſame Expreſſions, being 
uttered by ſuch Non-Conformiits, as Mr. Baxter, 
Dr. Owen, Manton, * Anneſly,” Jacemb, Bates, Mr 
Jenkins , Alſop, Cradock, *Silveiter, ' Watſon, aulff 
Others, for the better ſetting out the narure off 
Juſtification by Faith, are looked upon by Dr.þ | 
- Patrick,” as meer Impoſters, Charms, IncantwÞ ' 
tions, artificial: Jugglings, Terms of Modilkf | 
..and Courtly Faith, by which this Do&or make 
_ good 'the ſaying of Pliny the Younger, Epilt 
21. Multum intereſt quid 2 quoq; fiat, Eadem eninl 
 fafla Claritate aut obſcuritate facientium, aut tolluntu 
. altiſSimg ,»aut humillime deprimuntur. 


That ſuch a prejudice againſt the Generation 

: of God's Children, that make it their grand de-ſÞ | 

lign to get an aſſurance of Heaven and of Eter-F 
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% | 1nd Moderate Conformifts, but ſuch as they mi(- 


DR a eo. SO NOT TR A REIT ON, 


| call and nick-name Puritans, Presbytt:ians, Indes 


| pendents, Rebels, Sons of Belial, and worſe than 


Papilts:. That ſuch a prejudice, I fay, is the 
great diftemper of thac corrupt-party ofthe 


| Church of England, who have for theſe 100 
| years been making their advances towards 


'Þ Popery. 


I ſhall inſiſt very particularly upon ſome - 


| very conſiderable Inferences. and- Concluſions 
© which | ſhall draw from ſome- Hypotheſes thar I - 
' haye — taken notice of, but which can- 

” not be too oft 

| isknown ſufficiently:-by thoſe that. are moſt 
| Eminent in Piety and Holineſs of Living; -and 
| in Learning, of the Church of England, by the 
| Biſhops Hooper, Smith, Rudd, Carleton, Grindall, -. 
| the two Abbots, Uſher, Hall, and by other Do- -- 
| Rors that were as Conformable as thoſe Biſhops. .. 


en inculcated ; the truth of which 


1, That though the 6ſt Reformation in the - 


| time of Edward the 6th IJ was extremely pure as : 


| toits Doctrine, it was notwithſtanding very 
| defeQtive and imperfect as to the'exterior Go- -- 
-F vernment, becauſe it was adjuſted to that pre-_ 


ſent time where the Papifts were Twenty, . 


| for One, that was reformed in England. -. 


| - Se Jah © 
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+2, \Thatthefirſt Reformers imagined, tha | 
when the People, converted co the. true Faith, Þ 
ſhould be more Numerous, and more diſpoſed 
to receive a more. perfe&t Reformation , The 
Succeſlors of the firſt Reformers- would apply F 
themſelves to it with more Earneſtnels and þ 


Zeal. 


3. But it never came into their thoughts, Þ 
that their Succeſſors would be guilty of ſo grea | 
a fault, as to a&t the quite contrary to ſuch a Þ 
good Project and Delign, in perſuading both | 
Princes and-Parliaments to bring the firſt Rude Þ 
Draught of Reformation into a ſtanding Law : but Þ 
only to bave it eſtabliſhed for a certain time, Þ 
untiil chey themſelves ſhould ſee they were | 
able to effect a more perfect Reformation. | 


- 4- That the PraRtice of theſe Succeſſors of | 
the firſt Refarmers hath been unreaſonable, Þ 
wicked, impious, and cruel ; in the Impoſition | 
of ſeveral things, which they themſelves have 
owned: not-to be neceſſary, and art beſt but in- Þ 
difterent, under pain.of deprivation ab officio & | 
beneficio ;- although all the Conformiſts have not Þ 
been - equally ,guiley., far ſome among them Þ 
have -approyed of theſe meaſuties they have | 


taken towards the Non-Conformiſts, -but yer have | 


WE connived 
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| connived at them either by their ſubmiſſion, or 
| their filence, and have not vigorouſly enough 
ſet themſelves againſt the Corruption that ſo 
| much prevailed, 


From all theſe Hypotheſes, I gather theſe Con- 


; cluſions, which naturally follow the aforeſaid 
| Premiſes. 


1. That ſeveral Biſhops and Doors of the 


| Church of England, as Dr. Floyd, Dr. Tillotſon, 
| Dr. Stillingfleet , Dr. Patrick, that are acknow- 
| ledged by the Non-Conformiſts to be Perlons of 
| great Learning, Worth, - and Piety, but who 
' are Extreme Admirers of the Epiſcopacy of 
" England, and all its Conſequences, and who 
| haveallſo preferred its Government to all other 
| Eſtabliſhments in Enrope, have by an unlucky 
accident, contributed more towards the Repu- 
| tation of the Engliſh Hierarchie,and its PraCtiſes, 
' and towards the perpetuating the Feuds and 


Quarrels between the Conformiſts, and Non- 
Conformiſts, than it has been poſſible for any 


| other Corrupted Party to do by all their 


Irregularities, and advances towards Rome. 
2. Thar it may be ſaid of theſe good Biſhops 


| and Doctors before mentioned, what the Po- 


lirique Sages have obſerved of Anſelme, Bernard, * 

Thomas Aquinas , John of Salisbury, and Gerſon, 

That by their great repute of Piety, and Learn- 
 ” D 


| ing 
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ing, they have contributed more tothe ftreng-- 
thening of rhe Pope's Tyranny, and Religion, | 
in the Minds of the People, than a hundred ſuch | 
| as Gregory the VII, and Boniface the V I LI. were 
able ro effe& by their Tyranny,and the wicked- 
neſs and impurity of their Lives, for the diſcre- | 


diting of the Pope and his Religion. 


. Thar it is not to be believed -how much | / 
the Non-Conformiſts of England ſuffer in the | 
Eſteem of our Great Men of the Proteſtant Þ 
Party in Europe; who, hearing people talk of þ 
the Learning and Piety of ſo many Engliſh Bi- Þ 
ſhops and Doctors, all (onformifts, and who þ 
reſemble thoſe four DoCtors [ have jult before F 
named, ſay aloud, that the Non-Conformiits mult | 
needs be very unreaſonable, and of a very nice Þ 
and fantaſtical Piety, for refuſing to Conform | 
to the Church of Enzland, after the Example of 


thoſe four Doors. 


4. That how good ſoever the Intentions of | 
ſome of the Biſhops and Doctors of the Church | 
of England may be, that are of the ſame temper | 
of ſpirit with theſe four: Doctors, and what | 
kindneſs ſoever they may have for the Non-Con- Þ 
formifts ; it is impoſſible They ſhould ever come'F 
ever to them; and conſent to terms of Recon- 
ciliation and Moderation , fo long as they re- | 
main in this Judgment and Opinion, That - 
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| all che Eſtabliſhed Eccleſiaſtical Governments 
| in Earope, that of the Church of England is the 
| moſt excellent, and che moſt A4pofolical,and that 
| there is nothing of defe&t init; and fo long as 
| the multitude of their Benefices, and the great 
| honour they are in, in the World, blinds their 


Judgment, there being no likelihood, nor hopes, 


| /thac_ thoſe, who are raiſed lo high, and that 
| tive in honour and abundance, richly,and fatly, 
| (unleſs they will imitate good Dr. Floyd, who 
| beſtowes moſt of his Church-Revenues on the 
| Poor,) will diminiſh any thing of their great- 


'O, 


| neſs, both as to their Retinue, or their Kirchin, 
| and will deſcend from high to low ; and that a 
| Biſhop, who now goes before the Barons, will 
| quit his Place, to be only a poor ſimple Mode- 
rator, and Watchman over a ſmall company of 
| Priefts, ſuch as were St. Gprian, and St. AuStm : 
For this Eminence of Fortune and Dignity does 
{ abſolutely ſhur up the door to all the Over- 
| tures of Reformation , which we learn from 
| Monſieur Claude in his Defence of the Reforma- 
| tion of the Churches of France, where he tells 
| us, That the Cardinal du Prat, for this very rea- 
| ſon, was the moſt violent of all men, and the 
| molt inraged againſt Luther's Reformation, be- 
cauſe he was provided of Five Biſhopricks, and 
| Tknow not how many other good and fat Bene- 
| *205. D 2 That 
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. That for theſe Reaſons, Methinks, it might 
be: expe&ed from :theſe good Biſhops and Do. 
&tors, that by a Chriſtian condeſcention, they | 
would: endeavour to incline their Brethren the Þ 
Non-Cmformifts, to abate ſomething of their heat | 
and :vigorouſneſs againſt the Non-Conformits ; | 
but ſo long as they themſelves are neither ſen- | 
{ible of any error or defect in their Church, it is Þ 
not to be expected, or hoped for from them, that Þ 
they ſhould go about the doing of any ſuch good F 
work, how great and. eminent ſoever they be, | 
no more than it ought to be expected from the | 
Romiſh DoCtors, ſo long as they do look upon, 
and verily believe, their Church tobe infallible. | 

| And therefore it cannot be conſiderately ima- | 
gined, that the. perfe&t_ day of hope, of the Þ 
Church of England's Reformation, and of the | 
Reconciliation of the (onfarmifts to the Non-Con- Þ 


formifts, ſhould break forth from theſe good Bi- þ 


{hops and Doctors, nor from any of the Clergy; F 
but from KINGS, andthe Princes of the People; | 
whoſe hearts are in God's hands, and. who holds 
them as the Rivers of Waters. 
25. As for the- Odium that is caſt upoa the | 
Congregational Way,. and thoſe who are called | 
Independents,. as being the-more immediate aur | 
thors and abettors of the King's Murcher, and 
ot: raking away Monarchy, it can be eaſily a 
oft, 


MAI 
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eff,aad made out, That Oliver Cromwel?'s Army, 
like that of King David's in the Wilderneſs, was 
a Medley or a Collection of all Parties that 


| were diſcontented, as ſome Courtiers, ſome 
| Epiſcoparians, few of any Sect, bur molt of none, 
| orelſe of the Religion of Thomas Hobbes, and 
- | Dr. Scarborough, not mentioning the Papiits, 
| who had the greateſt hand. in the Death of 
{ King Charles the Firſt; the ſucceſs of which 


made them ſo daring and impious, as to con- 
trive another moſt Damnable and Helliſh Plot 
to cut off the Life of his Sacred Majeſty that 
now is, his Royal Son, and our moſt Gracious 
Soveraign. | 

26. That fince. the Non- Conformiſts were - a 
generation of men, either of the firſt date ( as 
it is moſt likely,) or, ar leaſt; that roſe in En- 


gland at the fame time as the Conformiſts did ; 


and ſince they were for number and quality, as 
great, or rather greater, and more conſiderate - 
than the other, and who, in their Judgment, 
came nearer; as to the outward Government, 


and Purity of Worſhip, not only to the firſt | 


Reformers, Zuinglins, - Luther, and Calvin, : buc 
allo to the Apoftolical Pratice ; and who, in- 
deed werethe TRUE PROTESTANTS, 


moſt Conformable to that Party in Germany, 


who ſo tiled chemſelves ProteFants, in.oppo- 


fition : 
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ſicion to the Imperial Edits of Worms and Spire, 


it muſt needs b2 a great wickedaeſs and cruelt 


too in the Conformiſls, becauſe they had all the | 
- while the Countenance of Princes, and the lon. | 
geſt Sword, to perſecute the Non- Conformiſts, Þ 
and to deprive them of the 1:berty of ſetting Þ 
up Purer Ordinances in Conventicles, and of | 


ſharing in the Publick Maintenance for the Þ 


Miniſters. 


27. That ir is a moſt barbarous, improper, Þ 
uncharitable, and unchriſtian language in the Þ 


Corrupt-Party of the Church of England, to 
ſtile themſelves the only true, and properly ſo 
called, PROTESTANTS, and to diſcard 


all others in Europe,from the right to that name, | 


for want of ſuch Epiſcopal Ordinations as are in 
England: as if that 500 men poſleiling the three 
parts of the Church-Revenues in England, ſhould 
better deſerve to be called ProteStants, than the 
firſt ſo called in Germany ; whereas what ever 
Biſhop Bilſon, Andrews, Dr. Floyd, Dr. Tillotſon, 


and Dr. Stillingfleet, could ſay in the behalf of | 


the Government of the Church of England, ( as 
being the moſt 4poſtolical and Primitive,) there is 
none more oppolite,not only to that of the firſt 
Proteſtants, but alſo to Scripture, Reaſon, and 
Antiquity. - | 

28. Theſe being the Material Heads, or a 


Summary 
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| Summary 'Hea of the whole, to be morelargely 
| and particularly handled hereafter, (if God gi- 
| veth Life and Time to the Anthor,) I ſhall ex- 
| cerpr much from the Scrinia of the Reverend and 
| Learned Divine Mr. Richard Baxter, bur yet ſo, 
| as to take the liberty to follow my own Method 
| and Genius, as to the menage of ir. 


29. So then the main deſign of the Subſequent 


| Book, whereof this is a brief, but full Specimen, 

| ſhall be co ſhew, prove, and make clear to You, 

| the unreaſonablenels, unconſcionableneſs, and: 
| conſequently the ungodlinels of retaining, ur- 

| ging, and preſling the things in debate between 

| the (onformifts and the Non-Conformiſts, and of 
| perſecuting thoſe; that refuſe ro ſubmir to them,, 
| orat leaſt to approve of them. 


30, That Difſenters could not,cannot, ought. 


| not, neither-in reaſon, nor in Conſcience,to ſub- 
{ mir ro them, art leaſt for the aſſenting, and: con- 
| ſenting to them, and the approving of them.. 


31. That thoſe Conformifts, whom I call Peace- 


| able, and Octhodox men, ſuch as were the Mem- | 
| bers of the Parliament of 1640, and thoſe of Weſt- 
| ninſter aſſembled, and their Predeceſlors, and all 
| ethers, however otherwiſe,moſt upright,ſincere, 
| Orthodox, holy, and well-minded perſons, ſince: 
| the firſt Reformation in Nog Edward the Sixth's 


Non-Conformifts, that: 


dayes, and Lovers of the 
have: 


—_ ; 


Tag) | 
have hitherto been Conformiſts,were all quires 
prevarication, and of a {inful yielding, comply 
ing, afſenting,and ſ{ubſcribing to a Church-wayz 
which doubtleſs is ſinful, 

32. And therefore, that the Non- Conformif 
who ever ſince King Edward's dayes,in Conformity 
ro the true DoGtrine of thoſe- of the beſt ſort g 
Conformiſts, kept gathered Churches, and Meets 
11gs out of the Pariſhes, had right Reaſon, a and 
Scripture on their ſide, and walked with a pul 
rer Conſcience, were: the-beſt reformed front 
Popery, and choſe that preſerved the true Apdi 
ſolical -Do&rine, Worſhip and Governmes 

and conveyed it co Poſterity. 

| . The Author may Incidenely ſpeak of th 
nature of the Church, Synods, Aſſociations, an 
Fraternities by a confederate diſcipline, bur cag 
not by any means hear of a National Church 
Tribunal, independant on the Magiſtrate, tf 
whom only he allows the ſetting up of a Ns 
tional Worſhip, by Perſuaſion and Commeg 
dation, 'but not-in the leaft by forcing men 8 
it, by penal Lawes, except they be Pe 
diſturbers of the Publick Peace. 


FINIS. 


